Funding Bulletin for Wiltshire Schools
Term 6 |  1 June – 22 July 2026
Welcome to the Term 6 funding bulletin for Wiltshire schools. This issue highlights the funds open during the term, a reminder of the charity partner route, and a new feature — a local focus, which this term shines on Salisbury. Please do share with colleagues and get in touch if you would like one-to-one funding advice.
Open funds this term
These funds are open during Term 6. Act early to give yourself time to prepare a strong application — the UMUKSF rounds close on 17 June.
	Funder
	Amount
	Deadline
	Key details

	UMUKSF School Award
	Up to £800
	17 June 2026
	Apply online at umuksoundfoundation.com by 10am. Open to schools teaching the national curriculum. For musical instruments and equipment.

	UMUKSF Teacher Award
	Up to £800
	17 June 2026
	For one-off music teacher CPD and training courses. Apply online by 10am — see the website for details.

	Music for All
	Up to £6,000
	Rounds throughout the year
	Instrument grants, with particular focus on schools and groups in areas of deprivation. Apply online at musicforall.org.uk — check the website for the current round and deadline.



Did you know? The charity partner route
Several major music funders — including Youth Music (grants from £2,000 to £300,000) and the BRIT Trust (up to £30,000) — don’t accept applications from schools directly. But a registered charity or constituted organisation can apply for a project that is delivered in your school, with your school as a named partner.
This is a well-established route and could unlock significantly larger funding than most school-eligible grants. If you have an idea for a music project and would like to explore whether a charity partner could help you access these funds, get in touch.
Spotlight on Salisbury: local funds
Each term, the bulletin will spotlight a different part of Wiltshire. This term we focus on Salisbury — where a major festival, an active cultural strategy and several local funds make it a good moment for schools in the south of the county to plan a music project.
Salisbury Culture: the city’s cultural strategy partnership
Salisbury Culture (salisburyculture.org) is the city’s cultural strategy partnership, hosted by Salisbury Museum. Its annual small grants programme (£500 – £2,000) has just awarded over £22,000 to 16 projects for 2026, several with strong music threads — a Youth Music Manifesto project with Salisbury Live: Rising, Baroque instrument workshops, Groove Junction and Celebrate Voice outreach. The 2026 round is now closed but the next round is expected to open in January 2027. In the meantime, the funded 2026 projects offer real partnership potential, and the strategy itself is worth getting to know. Contact Briony Adams at salisburyculturestrategy@salisburymuseum.org.uk.
Three local routes for Salisbury area projects
Three further local funders are worth knowing about. Salisbury Reds in particular is open to schools directly; the other two work best via a PTA, partner charity or constituted community group:
1. Salisbury Reds Community Fund — up to £750 for local charities, schools, sports teams and community groups across Salisbury and the wider Wiltshire area. Support can be cash, free travel or marketing help — useful for trips to performances or concerts. Two rounds a year (April and October); the next round opens October 2026, so Term 6 is a good moment to plan. salisburyreds.co.uk/community-fund.
1. Salisbury City Council Community Development Grants — small grants up to £750 and medium grants of £750 – £3,000 for projects benefiting Salisbury City residents. Rolling applications; next quarterly decision on 12 October 2026 — well-timed for an autumn project. Priorities for 2026–2029 include ‘Positive Futures for Children and Young People’ and ‘Vibrant and Connected Communities’. Contact grants@salisburycitycouncil.gov.uk.
1. Wiltshire Council Salisbury Area Board grants — schools and PTAs can apply directly to two relevant streams: Youth Grants (revenue) for positive leisure-time activities for 13–19 year olds (up to 25 with SEND), and Community Area Grants (capital) for community-benefit equipment and facilities. Recent funded projects include music therapy at Corsham School (£5,000 Youth Grant). Ordinary curricular work is not eligible. Decisions are taken at quarterly Area Board meetings; apply at least four weeks before. See wiltshire.gov.uk/article/6145/Area-Board-Grants.

If you would like to talk through whether a PTA-led or partnership application could work for your school, do get in touch.
	Free funding advice for Wiltshire schools
The GSW Music Hub offers free one-to-one funding advice sessions for schools. Whether you’re applying for the first time or want to discuss a larger partnership opportunity, I can help you find the right funders and strengthen your application. Drop me an email to book a session.
Deborah Potts, Funding Adviser – GSW Music Hub    deborah@dpconsulting.co.uk



This bulletin covers all 14 Wiltshire music clusters and approximately 236 schools. Your cluster coordinator can also help you access this information.
Coordinators: Emily Askew, Steph Farr, Julia Falaki, Emily Malcolm, Louise Jordan, Lauren Lane
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